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In April 1919 Jones, who had been Secretary
of the Interdepartmental Conference on Middle
Eastern Affairs ever since his adventures on the
Road to Endor, was recalled to Burma and I was
asked to take his place. This meant a good deal of
extra work, as the minutes were always expected to
be ready within twenty-four hours of the meeting,
and some of the discussions were enormously long.
Lord Curzon always started the proceedings by a
masterly survey, in which he reviewed in stately
periods every development that had taken place
since the last discussion of the subject. It was no
easy job to take these speeches down in long-hand
and reproduce them in a form which was acceptable
to their author. The speeches of the other members
did not matter so much, as I knew that they would
not attach so much importance to the words in which
they were reported, and in any case Lord Curzon
always saw the draft before it was sent round and
I could rely upon him to spot any serious mistake.
At the meetings which dealt with the Arab coun-
tries, I sometimes had to give an opinion as well as
to record those of other people, and while this made
the meeting much more interesting it also added
considerably to the difficulty of making a record.
The meeting at which I took over from Jones and
had my first experience of writing minutes was
attended by Colonel Wilson himself, and dealt with
his proposals for setting up some form of constitu-
tion in Mesopotamia which should give the Arabs
a share in conducting their own affairs. It was
decided at this meeting to makfe a start by creating
five provinces in Mesopotamia proper and an
" Arab " province of Mosul fringed by autonomous
Kurdish States, under Kurdish Chiefs advised by